
Spanish I Expectations for Middle School Name:___________________ 
 
Objective 
The objective of this class is to communicate in Spanish.  English is not spoken socially during the class 
hour.  There is also some emphasis on culture. For course specifics, see the on-line syllabus. 
 
Attendance 
Be on time and in your seat by the time class begins. If you are absent, check Google Classroom, or talk 
to me before or after class. Extra copies of the assignments will be in the student file in the back of the 
room.  For each day absent you have a day to make up the work.  Please write “absente” on the paper 
when you turn it in so I will accept it for the full credit.  
 
Class Expectations 

● Only Spanish is spoken. 
● Respect the teacher, other students, and yourselves. 
● When I am speaking all students are watching me and listening. (Seriously, WATCH me. You 

can pick up on a whole lot of non-verbal clues through my body language, facial expressions and 
gestures.) 

● Cell phones and electronics should not be seen or heard without express permission from the 
teacher.  

● Only bring to class what you need. All student possessions must fit into the metal basket beneath 
their seat. Aisles should be kept clear due to trip hazards. This is a smaller than average 
classroom and there is no space for extra things. 

 
Consequences 
Violation of the above expectations will result in consequences, which could include verbal warnings, 
time outs, loss of passing time, phone calls home, confiscation of phones and devices, detentions, time at 
SSR, and referrals. 
 
The Grading System 
My grading system is available online for parent and student access through Skyward Family Access. 
Grades in Spanish are based on the following. 

● Tests on listening comprehension, reading, writing and speaking are 92% 
● Daily work to practice the above skills is 4%  
● Work Habits is 4% 

I realize that it can be frustrating, especially the first few weeks of class, to not be able to communicate. 
If there is a problem with comprehension students may speak to me in English in the hall before or after 
class or email me in English at rroberts@ohsd.net. 
 
Supplies  

● pencils, erasers, some loose leaf notebook paper, composition notebook kept in classroom 
● headphones that are compatible with chromebooks (I do have some loaners available) 

 
Helpful Tips 

● Keep your notebook and notebook index (indice) page organized and up to date.  
● Keep an extra set of flashcards at home to study 5-10 minutes a day 

 

mailto:rroberts@ohsd.net


Credit 
This is a high school course, and you can earn high school credit by successfully passing the class. 
 
Bathroom 
If you need to use the restroom, you must sign out and sign back in when you go.  Always ask 
permission (¿Puedo ir al baño?) before leaving, and take my hall pass.  You will be given 3 bathroom 
permission slips to use during the quarter.  Hand the slip to Mrs. Roberts before signing out.  You may 
also use a bathroom pass to go to your locker (lóquer).  Any slips that you do not use can be turned in 
for extra credit on the last day of the quarter.  
 
Re-Do, Late Work and Extra Help Policies 
I expect work to be on time. If it is turned in late there will be a reduction in points credited. I am 
available after school for extra help sessions. If you find yourself struggling to comprehend, please come 
in. Often some simple explanations in English, helpful study hints or help with organizing your papers 
and flashcards can get you quickly back on track. If you fail a test you will be assigned to extra tutoring 
with Mrs. Roberts and then you will be able to re-do the test. 
 
Pesos 
To encourage participation, students may earn pesos for volunteering, acts of kindness, trying to use  
Spanish, etc. Five pesos become one NWMS token to be used in the school store. 
 
Google Classroom 
Google Classroom is updated daily with that day’s activities and work. Flashcards and daily work sheets 
that are graded may be found attached in Google Classroom and/or Skyward, Family Access. The 
Google Classroom code to join is ______________. 
 
English 
Using English socially in the classroom will hinder your ability to progress in Spanish and will also 
hinder the progress of the other students. English might be used in the classroom if I sense that only part 
of the students understand a concept. At that time I might ask (in Spanish) a student who obviously 
understands, what the Spanish word means in English. A one word English answer is sufficient to clarify 
for others. I will also translate by writing on the board new words that students are unfamiliar with to aid 
with comprehensible input. 
 
“I understand that I am expected to speak Spanish in the classroom because it will help me and the 
other students to learn and that if I chose to speak English when not allowed that there will be 
consequences which may include time outs, lunch detention or before or after school detention. ” 
 
Student signature _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent signature _________________________________________________________________ 
 
This syllabus needs to be signed and returned to Mrs. Roberts by Friday, September 6, 2019 for 5 
points credit. 


